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" INTRODUCTION

university lecturer essentially renders a threefold service: teaching,
‘research and publication of the outcomes of the research, and service to
the different strata of the lecturer's community. In these three fields,
Professor (Mrs.) Comfort Memfin Ekpo has excelled and left lasting legacies.
She has produced several senior-ranking academics; has conducted ground-
breaking researches around her area of specialization; and has a robust cache
of publications to show for her over three decades of continuous labouring in
the vineyard of scholarship. She has also served superlatively creditably her
primary constituency, the University of Uyo, the entire Nigerian university
system, her state of origin in Nigeria, and the nation in various capacities,
including her present responsibility as Vice-Chancellor, University of Uyo, a
position which she is the first female to occupy. When she turned 60 last year, it
was only fit that she be celebrated in the very language of her primary calling:
promotion of knowledge through research and publication by publication of a
festschrift in her honour, which will suffice as an invaluable teaching material
. across academic disciplines.

In consonance with the definition of a festschrift as “A volume of miscellaneous
learned essays by several hands, written by the students, colleagues, or
admirers of a distinguished scholar and presented to him [her] on some special
occasion, such as retirement or ...birthday (Holman, 1980, p. 184), the
Festschrift Planning Committee had envisaged a publication with a
multidisciplinary tinge, but with Education, the celebrator's primary faculty, as
the thrust of the book. The broad theme was, hence: “Education and the
Challenge of Resource Management in the 21" Century: A Road Map for
Africa”, and the sub-themes were legion. But the responses that came rather
reflected Professor Ekpo's status as Vice-Chancellor who is, necessarily, a
colleague and mother-figure for scholars across disciplines in the University of
Uyo and beyond, and who has been a teacher and mentor of many. Both the
Planning Committee and the Editors were thus prompted by this welcome
~development to shift ground by broadening the scope of the festschrift beyond






